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Reform of Government Ethics we 
In the wake of revelations regarding the involvement of fiv ry. 
prominent U.S. Senators in the Lincoln Saving and Loan scandal, a 
the British journal, "Economist," pointedly asked "Can you buy a oto" 
congressman?" 0 
Post-Watergate and Abscam reforms, which were meant to usher (4 


in an era of open and honest government, have contributed to the ok 


y? 
Lps 


These reforms attempted to forced out the practice of ocr 


use of the "honoraria" system, according to political science 


professor, Herbert Alexander from USC. 


government officials simply accepting funds from businesses Q {Q 
interested in supplementing their favorite government official’s oth 
salary. Thus the honorarium found renewed usage. ak 

Honorarium: Payment usually for services when custom 

forbids setting a price. 

- Webster’s Electronic Dictionary 

That the public is not pleased with politicians’ use or 
misuse of this custom might be evident by the appearance of two 
competing ethics reform initiatives on the June 5 ballot. 

Proposition 112, which is supported by the watchdog group 
Common Cause, would eliminate the practice of elected officials 
receiving fees or "honoraria" for speaking engagements and 


appearances, and would restrict lobbying by former government 


officials. The proposition would also create a California 
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Citizens Compensation Commission to reform and regulate the 
salaries of state officials. 

The other proposition, number 118, which is called the 
"Legislative Ethics Enforcement Initiative" by its proponents, 
would give further jurisdiction to the existing Joint Legislative 
Ethics Committee on the use of "honoraria" and lobbying by former 
and current state legislators. The proposal would also change. 
how legislative voting districts are established, and the time 
for the election of state Senators. 

Proponents of proposition 118 have employed the classic 
"bait and switch" tactic in presenting their initiative, 
according to California Common Cause Assistant Director, Mark 
Haarer. While leading the public to believe that they are voting 
for a comprehensive ethics package, they are getting a 
reapportionment proposal that would guarantee incumbency 
protection in the state legislature, Haarer said. "This is just 
a blatant power grab by elected officials," Haarer said. 

Passage of Proposition 118 would not eliminate the usage of 
honoraria but would require state legislators to report what they 
receive to the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee. Haarer calls 
this very weak. 

On the other hand, passage of Proposition 112 would not only 
ban the use of honoraria by state legislators but prohibit all 
state officials from receiving such payments. Violation of this 
ban would result in a $2,000 fine and or three time the amount of 


the gift. 
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According to Haarer, what supporters of proposition 118 find 
difficult to swallow regarding 112 is the creation of the 
California Citizens Compensation Commission. Proposition 118 
would take the power to set legislators’ salaries and benefits 
away from the legislators and would give it to this commission. 
The seven member commission appointed by the governor would 
include an individual from small business, one from a large 
corporation, three from public interest and two from labor. 
Current or former state employees or officials would be cist ft 


ineligible to serve on this commission. 


Locally, a spokesman for state Senator Ed Royce said that 
the senator would rather leave the decision about which 
proposition to support to the individual voter. Ronda Duncan 
said that the senator was normally very reticent to comment about 
initiatives that are on the ballot. She added, however that he 
was not very happy with 112 and was probably in favor of 118. 

Also in favor of 118 is Orange County Supervisor Gaddi 
Vasquez. Attempts to reach Supervisor Vasquez for elaboration 
were unsuccessful. 

While neither of these propositions have direct jurisdiction 
down to local governments, a bill that does effect local 
governments depends on the passage of 112 before it can be 
enforced. 

According to Fair Political Practices spokesman, Sandra 
Michioku, the Political Reform Act/Conflict of Interest (SB 1738) 


which was sponsored by David Roberti, would put a $1,000 ceiling 
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on gifts or honoraria received by all government officials, right 
down to the local level. 

Advocate of Proposition 118, Bruce Herschensohn has said 
that the best way to insure ethics in government is to elect 
ethical representatives. If Common Cause and Proposition 112 
have their way, these ethical representative will soon have more 


of an incentive to remain ethical. 
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